
Appendix C – Public Involvement for 2045 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan 

In order for transportation planning to be effective, MPOs must take active steps to encourage 

public participation. The Greater Hickory Metropolitan Planning Organization (GHMPO) has been 

focusing its efforts to include the public in five key ways:  

1. Website and Social Media  

2. Surveys  

3. Flyers  

4. Developing Diverse Contact Lists  

5. Conducting Public Events and Meetings 

While many of the more important GHMPO events were included in the “Public Involvement” 

chapter, the GHMPO has since conducted several meetings specifically focused on public input for 

the draft MTP. Aside from surveys and presentations made to the Transportation Advisory 

Committee, the GHMPO also conducted five public input meetings and a public hearing shortly 

before MTP adoption. These meetings covered all chapters and materials included in the MTP. All 

comments were considered and included in the final MTP.  

The following includes: 

 Flyers distributed before each meeting  

 MTP Public Hearing Notice 

 MTP Open House sign-in sheets 

 Comments received through surveys and in-person 

 The survey analyses of the 2045 Metropolitan Plan Survey and the Public Comment of Draft 

MTP Survey 

 The voluntary Title VI Public Involvement form offered at each public meeting 



Community 
Information Meeting 

 

On the web: 

http://www.wpcog.org/
transportation 

Do You Need Auxiliary Aids, 
Translation, or  Interpretive 

Services? 

The Western Piedmont Council of Governments 
(WPCOG) is committed to nondiscrimination 
and ensuring that no person is excluded from 
participation in any WPCOG program or activi-
ty based on race, color, national origin, sex, age 
or disability. Meetings must be accessible to all 
participants and reasonable accommodations 
and language assistance services will be made 
available to anyone who wishes to participate.  

Please let an WPCOG staff member at this 
meeting know if you need assistance with  
auxiliary aids, translation, or any interpretive 
services. We want to make sure everyone 
gets the information they need and knows 
they play an important role in planning the 
area’s transportation future. 

Everyone who uses the transportation system 
(a road, a railroad, a bike path, a sidewalk, or 
a transit route) has a role in developing the 
area’s key transportation plans, including the 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) and 
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). 

 

Your input is important— 

We Need Your Participation! 

Draft Plans for Public Comment 

MTP 2045 & CTP 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

GHMPO2045 

Join us for an open house at 

Ridgeview Library 

Monday, June 25, 3-5pm 

Can’t make the meeting? 

Go online for a survey: 



A Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is important because: 

 It is required by both state and federal law  

 It helps local officials make informed decisions about land use 

 It positions the area’s transportation system to best serve the          community as it grows 
and  develops. 

 It helps keep the transportation system safe, efficient, and effective by identifying where 
future travel demand will generate the need for improvements.    

 It is the first step in competing for limited transportation funding. 

 It balances local priorities with regional and statewide goals  

 

DRIVING 

 

 

WALKING AND BIKING 

RIDING THE BUS OR TRAIN 

ARE ALL INCLUDED IN A       

METROPOLITAN TRANSPOR-

TATION PLAN 

A Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) serves as   

an area’s defining vision for future transportation needs for 
expected growth and  development over a 25 year period.   
The plan is updated every 5 years.  

 

Community  input is 

needed from you 

throughout the    

process! 

To find out more information 

about regional transportation 

planning, please contact: 

 

 Brian Horton        Averi Ritchie 

 828-485-4225  828-485-4248 

 brian.horton@ averi.ritchie@ 

 wpcog.org  wpcog.org 

On the web: 

www.wpcog.org/transportation 















County Comment on Draft Plan MTP Action Notes
Alexander Realign intersection of Alspaugh Dam Road and NC 16 Modernization of NC 16 recommended by 2035 Comment also forwarded to NCDOT

Consider safety improvements to Bethlehem School Rd Widening of NC 127 may realign Bethlehem School Rd

Ensure NC 127 widening isn’t delayed beyond current TIP R/W in 2021; Construction in 2023

Extensive widening of NC 127 is not necessary and could

 benefit from a middle turn lane Widening is planned by 2025, but environmental process will look at alternatives

NCDOT is currently in the design phase of this project. 

All comments are forwarded.

NC 127 needs 2 bridges over Lake Hickory Widening of NC 127 would result in four lanes over Lake Hickory

NCDOT is currently in the design phase of this project. 

All comments are forwarded.

Upgrade Rink Dam Rd and/or Teague Town Rd between NC 16 & 127 Modernization of each added to CTP

Pave Lackey Rd between Hiddenite Church and Sulphur Springs Rds Not on CTP system Forwarded to NCDOT

Alternate access to Barret Mountain from Blackenship Rd Not on CTP system To be evaluated by Alexander County Planning

Safety improvements to Millersville Road and NC 16 intersection Modernization of NC 16 recommended by 2035 Comment also forwarded to NCDOT

More sidewalks and caution lights along US 64/NC 90 Safety improvements and modernization is recommended by 2035

Burke Additional bus stops near Morganton public housing New service included in MTP New route modified to increase housing access

Incorrect project limits for US 70 widening to Icard Updated CTP project limits to Icard School Rd

Caldwell Curves along NC 268 are unsafe Modernization of NC 268 recommended by 2045 Smaller interim project to be evaluated by NCDOT

Future interchange desired on US 321 at River Bend Dr Expressway classification but superstreet planned by 2035

US 321 / NC 127 connector needs to be removed Retained in draft CTP, but not funded by 2045

US 321 / NC 127 connector is needed Future connection in CTP Feasibility Study underway

Need Public Transit Included as a Performance Goal in the "Performance Measures" chapter of the MTP

5 Points intersection in Dudley Shoals needs attention Construction for roundabout set for 2019/ROW 2018 Currently being addressed by NCDOT

More pedestrian and bike friendly streets in Lenoir Proposed bike and pedestrian improvements along US 321

US 321 from the I-40 interchange past Lenoir would benefit from a bypass Feasibility Study recommended by 2045 for Southwest Blvd/Creekway Drive Bypass

Catawba Keep left-turn access on NC 127 in Viewmont 5- to 4-lane conversion recommended by 2035 Highest scoring local project in Regional Impact round of STI

Need additional bike routes Crossings included in US 321 and NC 127 projects Bike loop in planning with City of Hickory

NC 127 Mountainview description lacked bike-ped facilities Project description updated Early environmental work has started

Upgrade streets to allow Lenoir Rhyne University growth Immediate area streets not recommended for roadway improvements Bike improvements being evaluated by NCDOT and Hickory

Look at signal timing Timing of signals covered by operations Comment forwarded to NCDOT

Address speed limits in residential areas Speed limits covered by operations Comment forwarded to NCDOT

Highway 70 in Hickory needs more consistent sidewalks and safer 

pedestrian crossings Proposed pedestrian improvements on roads connecting to US 70 Comment forwarded to NCDOT

McDonald Parkway needs to connect to NC 127 with 4 lanes 29th Ave Extension proposed for 2035

Address speed limits on NC 16 from Newton to existing 4 lane section at 

Tower Rd. Speed limits covered by operations Comment forwarded to NCDOT

Taylor Ridge Road needs gravel Not on CTP system Comment forwarded to NCDOT



2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Survey 

Surveys serve as a useful public input tool for the GHMPO. The GHMPO frequently uses Survey Monkey 

to gather input, gauge the public’s general interest in potential projects and determine public sentiment 

regarding transportation issues. The GHMPO released the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

Survey to determine the needs and wants of citizens throughout the development of the MTP. This 

information was used to better prioritize investments and projects in the coming years.  

The following is an analysis of the “2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan” Survey Results: 

Survey 1



 

The following “word cloud” displays the most popular trends throughout open-ended 

responses. The larger the word, the more responses that word received. 430 respondants 

provided open-ended responses.  

 









 

A word cloud was used to analyze responses in the “Other” category: 

 

 





A word cloud was used to analyze responses in the “Other” category: 



A word cloud was used to analyze responses in the “Other” category: 





A word cloud was used to analyze responses in the “Comments” category: 



Public Comment of Draft MTP 

After draft MTP Chapters were completed and presented to the Transportation Advisory 

Committee, a survey was completed for public input for any changes or additions to chapters. 

The following is an analysis of the “Public Comment of Draft MTP Survey Results”: 

Survey 2





 

 

 

 



TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FORM 

Completing this form is completely voluntary. You are not required to provide the information requested in 
order to participate in this meeting. 
 

Meeting:  

Location:  

Date:  

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related authorities, the Greater Hickory 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (GHMPO) assures that no person(s) shall be excluded from participation in 
any of its programs or activities based on their race, color, national origin, disability, age, gender, or income. 
Completing this form helps us meet our data collection and public involvement obligations and will help 
us to better serve you. 

Please place your completed form on the sign-in table, hand it to an MPO/RPO official or mail it to the Western 
Piedmont Council of Governments, 1880 2nd Ave NW, Hickory, NC  28601.  All forms will remain on file at the 
GHMPO as part of the public record. 
 

Zip Code: _____________________ 

Street Name: 
(i.e. Main Street)  

Gender:   Male  Female 

Age: 

 Less than 18  45-64 

 18-29  65 and older 

 30-44 

Total Household Income: 

 Less than $12,000  $47,000 – $69,999 

 $12,000 – $19,999  $70,000 – $93,999 

 $20,000 – $30,999  $94,000 – $117,999 

 $31,000 – $46,999  $118,000 or greater 

Have a Disability:   Yes   No 

Race/Ethnicity: 

 White 

 Black/African American 

 Asian 

 American Indian/Alaskan Native 

 Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

 Hispanic/Latino 

 Other (please specify): 
_______________________ 

National Origin: (if born outside the U.S.) 

 Mexican 

 Central American: ___________________ 

 South American: ____________________ 

 Puerto Rican 

 Chinese 

 Vietnamese 

 Korean 

 Other (please specify): 
__________________________________ How did you hear about this meeting? 

_______________________________________ 

For more information regarding Title VI or this request, please contact Averi Ritchie at 828.485.4248, or by email 
at averi.ritchie@wpcog.org.  

Thank you for your participation! 
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